Herod, Pontim Pilate, and the Jewes reconciled, and i 
racy with the Dragon, to devour the CHanobild, 
BEING x 
. - - . 1 ce = = | 
A Declaration of the Lord ariſing in thoſe people, of the Ty: +: 
of BRIST OL,who are ſcornfully called Qzakers,and of the mani- 387 
fold Sufferings, and Perſecutions ſuſtain'd by them from the P71eſts, Rulers, Profeſſors - 
and rude multitude, contrary to Law, Liberty, Zuſtice, Government, the righteous ends / - 
of the Wars, and the Scriptures of Truth, 
F TOGETHER . 
| Witha truc Account of the material Paſlages in ſubſtance bes 
tween the Rxslers and them at their ſeveral Examinations, and Commit- 


ments, amd at two general SeſſoaFbf the Publick Peace : And of the Tumults,and in. 
ſurreFions, with other neceſſary Obſervations, and Occurrences, 


Gathcred up, written in a Roll, and dcliv.re | to Jobz Gunning 
late Mayor of that Cty (being the fra1ts ot his Year) for the 
private Admonit;on, and Convittion of himſelf,and Brethren concern'd, 


and named therein:with a Letter declaring the exd,and reaſon of what 
is ſo done,{of which a Copy followes in the enſuing pages) Subſcribed by 


; Thomas Golducy, Eaw: Pyott, 
Gee: Bill. Fs Heiiy Roe, Den nts Holliſter. 


And now aſter fire moneths ſpace of time Publiſhed, for the Reaſons 
hereafter expreſſed: | 


And they ciyed with a loud weyce, ſaying, How long, 0 Loid, boly, and true, doſt 'hou net 
Jude, and avenge our blord, on them that dwell on the earth ? Rev. 6.10. 
And fhall ro: God awtnge his own Elcft, which cry day and night unto bim, thoxg) bh: bear 
long with them * 1 tell you, that he will awe etbem ſpeedily ; neveitheleſſe,whos the Son 
of man come: h, ſhall be find faith on the earth » Luke 18, 7,8. | 
And the ſame day Pilate and Herod were wade friends togethcr, ſor befure they woe at Em 
nity among themſelyes, Luke 23, 12, 
For of atruth againſt thy holy Child Feſus, (whom thou haſt anointed) both Heroa and Pox- 
tius Palate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael were gathered tegether, Aﬀts 4,37. 
And the Dragon flood before the woman, which was ready to be delivered to devour ber child 
es ſoon as it was born: and ſhe brought forth a man child,who was to rule all Nations with 
a rod of Iron»and her child was caught up to God,and to his Throne ;, andthe Dragon was 
wroth with the Homan, and went to make war with the remnant of ber ſeed, which heep- _ «*; 
as the Commandements of God, and have the leflimony of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev,12,4,17, 5 
=” And the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, Rev. 2, 10, 
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| To 


| To you John Gunning late Maiot, Foſeph Jackſon, R 5- 
chard Vickris, Miles Jackſon,Joubn Lock George Helter, 
Henry Gibbs, william Canny George Knight, and Ga- 
.briell Sherman, Aldermen of the City of Briſtoll, = 


wW EE, with the reſt of the people of God in 
this City, whoare in {corn and derifion called 
Quakers,have, tor many moneths rogether, patienrly, 
and in ſilence, born and ſuffered manifold perfecuti- 
ons from your ſelves, and the people of this Town, 
chorough your encouragement; without ſceking re- 
paration, though with a very high hand, and with 
cxceceding hard mca(ſure, they have been cxecuted 
upon us ; walting when the wi:nefle of God in cvcry 
one of your Conſciences(with which we are Onc,and 
which one day will witnefſe us, and our ſufferings, 
and the Truth, for which we ſuffcr, eternally upon 
you, exccpt you repent) would have becn hearkned 
unto ; which would have opencd the eye in every one 
of you, which the God of this world hath blinded ; 
and have ſhewn you Jeſus, whom (without a cauſc) 
in us you pcrſecute, and bave filled your faces with 
| ſhame for the evil) of your doings; and have cau- 
{ed you to mourn over him whom you have pierced, 
with a bitter lamenration, cven as a man that mourn- 
| eth forhis onely ſon ; and have raiſcd up in you the 
| righteous principle of God,from whence true Judge- 
mcnt would have procceded ; that ſo the Crucll 
mockings, bitter revilings, illegal bonds and impri- 
ſonments, and other groſfle abuſes, with which we. 
have been by youzand t 10rough your means cxcrciled » 
might have.ccaſed, and you led to repentance ; and 
the Salvation of your fouls, which are pretious, in 
this great anil notable day of the Lord Jc{us ; Afrcr 
| ; A2 which 


which we long; and ovr Bowels earn, the Lord'is'ovr 
witneſſe, even that you might come to the knowledge 
of the rrarth, thorough Faith in his; blood, for which 
things ſake, all thar we have received from' yor 
hands, would have become to us, {iweet and pleaſant, 
Burt ſecing, neither the forbearance and long /ſuf- 
fering of God ; nor our patient and long abiding utn- 
dcr all your wills and luſts; nor the fear of man, to 
the penalty of whoſe Lawes you lie very obnoxious x 
nor naturall affection, nor Common humanity,which 
would lead you to tendernefle and mcrcy,and Juſtice; 
and ro do to others, as you would be done unto your 
ſelves; nor the Conſidcratwn of what hath beer our 
carriage, eſpecially of fome of us, to you, (rotwith- 
ftanding that we have received alwaies the worſt-of 
uſages at your hands) above what you could think of, 
EX pers or hope for, have not prevailed with you, but 
inſtead thereof, you are become more hard, reward- 
ing Evil for Good, and Cruclty for Kindncfle, decla- 
ring your fin as. Sodom, the ſhew of your Countenance 
wirnefling it againſt you ; and having breathed torth 
new, and freſh perſecutions againſt the witnefles of 
+ Temperance 1555 » (ir: which f One of them hath lately ſufſered, to the 
Mignen, ofſe of her life) : When as wickedneſle rageth in the 
ſtreers'; And who is there found amoneſt you, that 
doth ir puniſh > We have gathered up much of whar 
the Truth, and we, and our friends , for witneſſing 
thereof, have ſuffered by you into one body; and have 
demonſtrated how contrary your a@ions therein,have 
been, to Law and Scripture, (the Rules by which 
you pretend to order all your affairs) and to Liberty 
and ro Juſtice : And although you can expe& no ſuch 
thing at our/hands, yer that it may appear that ano- 
ther ſpirit ruleth in.vs, than the ſpirit of chis wor, 
: all 


S ty 6. Ft C39... we” OO. 


ad TT WW 


ad how Acfitolus weare that you ſhould: knows and 


be convinced of the evill of your way, and tura unto 


the'Lord We do herewit,hih.cthe-Cloſe of the year, 


before weipubliſh ir, preſent wro'you, even to that ot 


God, which is prire and Jjult'in every one of your 


Conlciences, to which we'ſpeak, that/as in a glaſſe 
with the light of Jeſus Chritt, by whom the world: 
was made, : whcrewith che Jiphrens exary, one ti ar 
cometh into the world,.whidh convinterth you of fin, 
you abiding ſtill and cool thcrein, may come to ſee 
what you haie doac, and the {pirit-and principle 
{rom which it hath procceded, to wit,' off Darkr.cflc, 
and of the Prince of this world, who, throughout all 
Ages, as now by yau, hath raiſed perſecutioh agair.(t 
the Principle of Light, the Seed of Godzas rhe \Scrip- 
turcs reſtifiez and that by him you may be delivered 
out of the ſnares of the Devil, by whomyou are 1c 
Captive to dohis will; And this 1s that which we 
with and long for, cven your ſalvation, For you mul} 
dic, and if the tree fall towards the South, or towards the 
North, in the place where the tree falleth, there it ſhall le, 
and fad will be your pottion,it jt falleth in oppoſition 


to [cſus the Judge of all;whom (we bear witnefſc)you 


now perſecu:c ; Nor Rocks, nor mountains will (in 
that day)cover you from the wrath of the Lamb: And 


thcrefore have we laid things plainly,and clearly be- » 


tore you © Bur if yethall (hill. harden. your hearts, 
and go on in the perverſenefle', and ſtubborn- 
neſle of your ſpirits, in--opþolition 'to tlie tratit, 
We call Heaven and Earch, yea, the Righteous 
God and Judge of all; this day to record againit 
you, that we are Clear of-your blood ; and your. 


deſtruction will be upon- your own heads ; Re- 
| LES - member 


.mcmber -that ye are thus warned 'in [your life- 
.fLMme, - 

Witncſſcd by thoſe who are-true.Lovers of 
your. Soul's ctcrnal gaod, though rc- 
,proachtully called by you and che world, 
Quakers, and perſecuted as {uch.: 


—_ Thomas Goldney, Eaw: Pyott 
Geo: Biſhop, Hetwry Roe, :Denns Holliſter. 


Briftell, the 12th. day of the 
9th. month, 1655, 


For John-Goning late Mayor, Joſeph Jackſon, Richard 
Vickres, Miles Jackſon, John Lock, Geo: Hillter, 
Henry Gibbs, william (ann, Geo: Knight, and Ga- 
"_ Sherman, Aldermen of the City.of Bre- 
ſioll, 


_—  —  ——— — —_—_—_— 
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The foregoing Letter, with the following Ep:ſile 
and Declaration, was delivered to. Johz Gonrng atorc- 
{aid, the 18th day of the renth moneth, 1655 : ſince 
which, a patient and filent waiting there hath been, 
ro {ce, whether upon this gathering up of the nicked- 
eſſe, which from them hath gone forth intothe carth, 
and returning it convited, and judged by the light of 
Jcſus Chriſt, and the Lawes of this Nation, to that 
of God in cvcry ore of their Conſciences, ſhame would 
cover their faccs, and they. turn unto the Lord ; Bur, 
ſccing they ſtill refiſt the witneſle of God, and of lare 
have again, and do ſtjll.continue to run on greedily 
in the way of Carr, perſecuting,and empriſontig the /uf 

| who 


who witnefle the Sacrefice, that is reſpefted of the Lord, 
which teſtifies ag atuſt that, unto. which be hath 0 reſpeR,. 
for their ſo teſtifying in obedzence to the moLings of the 
Lord , ncither.rcgarding Juſtice, or. Mercy, the Law of. 
God, or the Natron, (contr.ry unto. which are their 
actions, as may.appear, when what they. have done 
rhcrein thall. be brought forth, and made publick) ;cr: 
having reſpe& to the widow,or the fatherlcſſe, whom: 
they atAict, and oppreſle, though the Lord hath ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt not af li&i any widow, or fatherleſſe child .if thou. 
afili& them 13 any wiſe, and they cry at all unto.me, 1 will. 
ſurely hear their cry, and my wrath ſball #ax hot, and I will. 
+ill you mith theſword, and your wifes ſhall be widowes,and 
your children fatherleſſe, Exod.22.22,23,24, Nor their. 
own ſouls, bur. deſprfing the riches of the goodneſſe of 
Go!!,. and his forbearance,. and long ſuffering, not knowing 
the geodzeſſe of God leading them to repentance, arc, after 
the hardneſſe, and impenitency of therr hearts;ſtill treaſu- 
711% up unto themſelues wrath unto the day of wrath , and 
7et elation of the righteom Judgment of God,. which ſball. 
deſtroy the aduerſaries, who will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds. That we may ſtand clear of their. 
blood, and lcave nothing unattempred, to. which we 
are directed of the Lord, that may be tor the topping 
of them in their. way, and recovering them from the 
evil thercof, that ſo repenting, and being.converted, 
thetr ſins may be bletted out, and thetr ſouls Poved in this. 
day of refreſhing, which #s come-from the preſence of the. 
Lyrd, which is the longing of our ſouls, even, thar. 
not oze of them ſbould dye, but rather, that he ſhould turn 
from hrs 1nsquity and lizyve ; Therefore, as we have, for. 
above a years time, patiently. endured. what their. 
wills have excrciſed, without rc fiſting, without {cek- 
ing any reparation, (Though after. tuch a. — 

| ve. 


have been the ſuffetings, as in the following declara- 
tion of them is rehearſed), waiting, when the wit- 
nefle of God'in every one'of them, would have been 
by them minded, and they wearicd in their manifold 
pcrſecutiotrs of the innocent; And, as, when we ſaw, 
altcr ſo long forbcarance, rhat they neither conſider- 
ed wharthcy had done, nor laid it to heart, nor ſaid, 
it is Enough, We drew up together, and {et in order 
before thent, much of whar I had done, and thew- 
cd how contrary it was to the Law of Go7, and Mar, 
and iO Juftice, and Humanity, to the end, that ſeeing 
thcir nakednefle therewirh,as ina glaſſe, by the lighr 
of [c{us Chriſt, ſhame might cover them : And, as, 
we have ſince waitcd tor rhe ſpace of five moneths, to 
ſee, whether their iniquities being ſo laid before them, 
and ſo teſtified to their faces, they would aſh, or be 
aſhamed,thar ſo theirira-ſgreſirons might be hidgand their 
fins colered, and what they have done againſt the 
truth be no more remembred by the Lord, or be re- 
hearſed before man, which was, and is the defire of 
our Souls (the Lord is our record ) and the end both 
of our forbcarance, and ſpreading of what they have 
done, before them; So now, through a deceived 
heart, which hath led rthcm a{ide, and a rebellious 
mind, which {till carrics them on againſt the truth, 
thoſe ends being hitherto fruſtrared, and inftead of 
them, a Violent pe;ſecution having been, and being 
ſtill proſecured, wherein they have impriſoned d1- 
vers tor the teſtimony of Jeſus : whereby thar which 
we crew vp togerhcr, and privarely delivered 10 
them, and intended fer the ratiing up of ſhame as a 
garment to cover thCir nakedneſle, being by them 
thrown aſide, and tht.at which ſhould be their ſhare, 
cofning to be gloricd in, which tall we have hither- 

» ro 


to hcard from them in relation thereunto ; We have 

brought forth to publick View at once what hath 
been done by them art ſeverall times, not in ſecrer, 
but before the Sun, And thus operly do we repreve theſe 
who hate thus ſinned openly, and rejected private admont- 
troz, it fo be ſhame may yer overtake them, and they 
ſmite upon their ti1gh, and ſay, what have we done 2 
And of their 4lood are we clcar m the preſcnce of the 
great, and terrible God of Heaven, and Earth, whoſe 
witneſle, what we have done, ſhall ſtand for him 
againſt rhem, in the day, when he. ſhall come to 
judgment ; which on them haſtens apace. And to 
thatof God in every mans Conſcience ſhall we be 
made maniteſt, that we have not dcalt with Them, as 
they have dealt with Us, or as men uſe to deal with 
an enemy; bur with azother ſpirit , rewarding Them 
good, whereas they haue rewarded Mts evill, : 


To the Reader. 


Reader, : 
£ þ How wilt ( perhaps) marvail, That 1n theſe dayes 
wherein Religion ſeems to have aſcended the Throne; 
ard Juſtice-ard Rightcouſneſle to have ſate down on her 
right hand, and on her left, as the glorious i f#ae of many 
bloody wars ; wherein Libcrty of Conſcience iz thizes 
of a ſpiritual rature, except to Popery and Prelacy, 
And to ſuch as undcr the protefſion of Chriſt, hold 
forth and practiſe licentiouſncſle, ſeems to be guarded 
from all perſecution,by theFundamental conſtitution of « 
new Government ; wherezn thoſe are Chict 7» Autho- 
rity az4Rule, and poſſeſſed of all power, whoſe {word 
ras made ſucceſiful and uttorrom, to the cutting down of 
Tyrannous ad impoſing powers, wder which, them- 
ſelves (amongſt others) ſuftered ; wherein the Goſpel is 
ſaid to ſhine f; lor10us, as to form the whole Nation 11.t9 4 
profeſſion, azd to the rendring ſo mary thouſands of pro- 
teſlors clear-ſighted in theMyſteries of the Kingdom,and 
earneſily to expe the reign of Chriſt over all for ever, 
z0w.ſuppoſed by them,. aud believed to be on the very thre- 
ſhold; Such perſecutions ard unjuſt proccedings, 4s are 
rehearſed in the following Treatiſe, ſhould be preſumed to 
be dove in England ; And that thoſe who are called the 
Children of the Kingdom, and accompt themſelves rea- 
ay to fit down therein with Chriſt, when he ſhall appear, 
Now that he ts begun to be manifeſted in life aud mizhty 
power (uzto which thouſands of his Saints do bear wit- 
eſſe, and bave ſet therr ſeals) ſhould (all opinions, Judg- 
ments ad forms, hitherto zn the height of enmity and conu- 
tention, agarnſt each other ) be now reconciled together, 
aud jojninmih the powers of the world ( from whom in 
their 


To the® Reader. 


their ſeveral dayes, as they have witneſſed any thing of 


truth, they have recerued oppoſition) Aud alſo with the 
rude multitude zz perſecuting ad afficting the wit- 
nefles sf this Kingdom, and ſeeckrrg tomurther the 
Lord of Glory,thws begrzning in theſe laſt rimes to be 
revealed, 7 

But thou wilt ceaſe ts admire, if in the cool of the 
day, thou doeſt ſit down and conſider, That, 4s it was of 
old, (a) Chriſt Jeſus; and the Children whom the a Eſay $. 18, 
Lord had given him, were for ſigns and wonders, in 
Lracl, (6) ro whom pertained the Adoption, and y gow s. 4.5, 
che Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 
the Law, and the Service of God, and the promiſes, 
whoſe were the Fathers, and of whom, as concern- 
ing the fleſh, himſelf came, who is God over all, 
blcfled for ever, Even from the Lord of Hoſts who 
dwelleth in Mount Sion; eAzd that as the ſced of 
the Serpent and of the Bondwoman (which t the ſame 
71 Iſhmael as 72 Cain, who hated and ſlew his brother) 
(c) perſccuted the Secd of the Free-woman, fo it is c Gal. 4+ 25. 
now. | 
(4) Very great were the expefations of the Jews, for dMal. 3. 1. 
the contig of the Meſſiah. Of him (e) all-the Prophets 1 _— hy 
propheſicd from the beginning of the world, Him e Luke, yo; 
all the (f\) Levitical ſcrvices, ſacrifices, the Temple, 34. 27. 
Circumciſfion,azd the Jewiſh Kingdom, ſhadowed ad _—_ %Y 
typified, Him the (4) Doors of the Law azd the Pha- f Heb. 8, r. 
riſces read out of the Prophets, every Sabbath day, 5-"9- *.5- 
and on him were their hopes fixed for a perfe& reſtau- ,7\xcs r-: 
ration, azd redemption from undey all therr Captivi- Ad 13.27, 
ties azd {ervirudes.: In the (þ) fulnefle of time, in, . 
the daycs of (7) Herod the King, (who was rot ef the ; EE 
race f the Jews, but appornted oter them, by the Ro- 

B 2 Mans, 


To the: Reader; T 
mans, «der whoſe power they then were) when the Scep- 
$ Gen, 49,10, ter w.zs departed from Judan, which old Jacob (k) pro. 
pb fred jhould Pot te, nor a L1ww-g1ver trom between 
eZHige 2:4,7. his feer,till Shiloh come 3 He camme,was (1) born of a 
Virvinar Be:hlehem in the Tribe of Benjanizm, of rhe 
; Lnuys +07 Seed of Dai; The (n) Angels ſighrfie Is birth 10 
13,14, * the Shepherds, and jor joy of it, ſing together ;, (..) 
»Luke 1, 17, John prepares the way before b1my1i1 the (pirir and pow- 
- ;, erot Els; (v) eApproved he is of God, Ly miracles, 
0 Afts2, 22, Wonders and fiens; by a (p) voice trom Heaven, Ly 
B Mat, 3.16, he deſcenſ{ion of a Dove, aud by (;) raiing him the 
91 Cora5.s, third day, according to the Scriptures z eAll (7) 
Atts 17.31, Prophecics are fulfilled in him, ad himielt (ſ ) con- 
: gg + #4 U1-6eth the Doctors a-d the people publiquely, that zt 
fiFobs 7. :8, wasSſy ; being indees,(') God maniteſted in the fleſh, 
37.38. juſtified in the Spirir, ſeen of Angels, preached to 
 Join$.12.9 the Gentiles, believed of in the world, and recci- 
Like 4.21, Ved into glory; And yet, becauſe He came not with 
#1 7*m.3.16, gntward obſervation ; or tn the Glory of Solomon; 
| n0r 1 the dominion, or reſtauration of a carthly 
Kingdom; nor in the way tcy preſcribed 1m; Nor 
*: TING by the diſcovery of the High Prieſts, Scribes, and 
Levis; 12, 8, Phariſees; But was (u ) born of a poor womas: 3 (w) 
mAu.13 55. ſuppoſed a Carpenters ſonne z (x) laid 17 a manger, 
of oa 7: (for there was no room for him in rhe Ianc) more 
2 Eſay $3.2,3, marred 71: his (1) vilage,thar Any man of n0(Z) torm, 
2 Mx.$.29. gx comclineſle, or beauty, whereby he ſhould be de- 
fs "5 fired : Of no (+) abiding place z (b) A:tended by poor 
Fobn 21, 3. Fiſhermen as his diſciples ; followed by (c) Publicans 
Eat: 9 9. and finners ; becauſe he oppoſed their (*) traditions ; 
3t,3z, * Reproced therr (tf) outward commanded worthip, 
LL. I9, 
Luke 3 rh. 5.29, 30, 18.1, 7,29, 19,3, 8 Matth,15,3,6, Mark 7, $,9, 15, 


vba 4, 29, 31,22 33 24, . 
f 7 p | Fx Cat (berng 


To the Reader, 


(*errg all ended in bim) changed the (@ ) Laws Sand o Mat.5.6.cap 
Cultomes ; ( )Contrnced thrin of fing was as a (i) Mar. 12,1, 
Retiners fire, an as Fullers fopes (&) eAl Jeruta- . 

Iem, as well 4; rod, ras monrcd at his birth ; The MS 


(!) c:.1ct Pricity and Scribes adtife with Herod whom F-b.5.10,11 
they L ated ,q 1d tell him no ſous hi to murther 7 ſes, nhere > Jobs 8 ot 
be was to le loin, nh ſluuidtethe Governour, that "15. 22, © 


ſhould rule tl.e pcople of Iſrael; His (m Jown recerte , 15:3,9. 
, : - : Mal.3.1,%. 


him not, though Le came to them ; the molt (z) firict ; 1,0 ; 

14 the outward & ſe15 ation of the Law nbzich led ro him, ! Mat.2, qo, 
moſt perſecute hrm z His ſr1ends (when ke tock te lim _ 7 Fe . 

12 diſciples) tell him he was (0) bctidcs himſelf; 4 3 12.14, 
The Scribes aud Phariſccs ſay, he 15 (p) giuttonous, 4 Jobs 7.12. 
wince-bibbcr, a (q) Devill, azd the Chict of them, Fas 
Jea and a ( r ) Blaiphemer, And he muſt dye for it ; > POP : 
(/) Tumults were rarſed upon him, to take away his life, 57- 59. 
though he pafied thorough them, is hour being not, Pre 
come ; the (1) Chief Prieſts cryed out to Pilate, whe, p Ma,11,19, 
he nould hate releaſed him, ( tor he was («)detcrmi- ? pong 5 23, 
ncd ſo todo, (») knowing that they had delivercd , Mut:36, 65, 
him for envy) tecauſe he found 750 (x) cauſe of veath 56, | 
:n him, ſaying, (3) Whar evil bath he cone > Vho- /. A 
foever makcth himſclt a King, ſpcakcth againſt Ce- rue 23,29. 36 
ſar; and thou art no friend to Cafar 1t thou lethim # 7obz 5. 12, 
g0: No (z)King will we have bur Czar, (though +29, 
they Lefore ſaid, It we let this man alone, the (a) Ro- » As 3.13, 
mais will take our place and Nation) A (4) mover x 
of ſediiion, a maker of tnſurrefion; a murtherer .do they 5 33 
aefire tetore him; Nothing will ſerve them, ut to (c) Lnhe 23, $.- 
crucific him; Aud the rue multitude do they (+) tt: 7 pm Pior 


4p to cry, Releaſe Barrabbas, Crucific Jeſus, 4-d Tic 5 Fohn 19/15. 
a 7oha 11.48, 


b Lithe 13 18,19, 24, 25, Maiki5,7, Mialth, 27,21. Cc Mat, > 1.223*3. John19, 
6, d Matth,7,29, Mark 15,17, 
(e) VOLCES 


af, 


f Mat.27. 63, 
64,65,66, 


eM:t.20,11, 
12,13,14;15. 


b Rom.9 .4,n. 
z Gen. 3.16, 
17.19.18 18, 
28, 14, 


To the Reader. 
(ec) voices of them and the Chief Prieſts prevailed:; 
And Plate gave ſentence that it ſhould be as they 
required.; And he zeleaſcd unto them him that for 
Sedition and murther was caſt into priſon, whom 
they had defired, but he delivered Jeſw to their 
will: ef florets (f') rolled before his Sepulchre, and 
guards of Souldiers placed to hinder him from riſing ; 
And when.he aroſe from the dead, (8) large money given 
them to ſlander hes reſurreion, ard toſay, his dilci- 
ples came by. night and ſtole him away. This they 
(of whom he was according to the (l;) fleſh), to whom he 
was the (1) promiſe of many hundred years ſtanding, 
and that in him, all the familics of the earth ſhould 
be bleſſed; iz whom all the promiſes, concerning 
him, were fulfilled before their eyes, for whoſe ſake ther 
Kingdom ſtood above 1wo thouſand years, being the Ad- 
miration azd dread of the world.z they nho locked ſo 


earneftly for him, miſt him; and they who laid up all their 


& Mat, 27,25. 


L Mat, 24,21, 


Lo, 39. 


hopes, and life, in his coming, put him to death, and ſaid, 
his (4) blood be-upon us and our Children: eAwd 
alihongh the Romans, 22 that very generation, tock away 
their place and Nation, ard cauſed them to ſuſt ary ſuch 
miſeries, as (1) never were before, or ſhall be on a people, 
as he foretold ; 4rd though they have theſe many hun- 
dreds of years, ceaſed from being a Kingdom, and are 


ſcattered upon the face of the earth as the prey of Natt- 
ons, Tet are the Jews ſtil! expeiing the Meſſiah, the 


Meſſenger of the Covenant's commmg, whom their 
(m) Fathers, with wicked hands flew, and hung up- 


on a trce, 2 
AS it was then, ſo 2s it now 72 this City and Nati- 


on. Great hath been, and are, 1n theſe dayes, the expe- 


ations, many the breathings, the groans, the pray- 
cs, 


To the Reader; 
ers, the ſpeakings of profeſſors for the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in Spirit and power, the (-) ſecond time, # Heb. 9. laft, 
according to the Scrip:ures, to judge Babylon the great: 
Whore, the mother. of harlots, and: of Fornica- 
tions, who hath made all Nations drunk with the- 
Cup of her abominarions; to raiſe up the Tabcr- 
Ks of Datd which is fallen down ;: ro bring the 
New ]cruſalem from God, out of heaven ;: prepa- 
red as a Bride adorned for her Husband ;: wherein. 
the Tabernacle of God ſhall be with men, and he 
ſhall dwell with them,and they ſhall be his people. 
And God himfelt ſhall be with them, and be their: 
God; Yea what writings: are there to prove, arcording. 
ro the computation of years, that we are come-to the per1-- 
ods of DariePs times, and Jobz's in his Revelations, - 
wherein the Prophefics ſhall be fulfilled, and that the 
Kingdom ſhall not be delivered to another people : 
And how earneſt are the. expeQations of people, ga:ng: 
from mountain to hill, lookzng here,and ades there,- 
ſaying, Lo here, and lo there, as zf the Bridegroom- 
were comtag, promiſing themſelves, and betng perſwaded 
that they are upon the-emtrance of thoſe glorious temes, 
that never ſhall have an end: efid yet now 
that the Cry at midnight hath beex made, Behold the 
Bridegroom cometh, Go ye forth to meet him ; Ard 
many who had oyl in their- lamps, have met him, and 
are gone tn miihhim ; Now that the- day doth dawn, . 
and the ſhadowes flie away; after the long arght of 
Odſcurity and Apoſtacy ; Now that the man of {m 
(by the brightneſle of his coming) 2s diſcovered, - and 
deſtroyed in many,who are bis witncſles,azd of his pow- 
cr and glory ; B-cauſe he cometh zot in the Commor 
way of the National profe ff:0n 5 Nor by the mexed Come 
panics of the Presbytery ; nor &5 the Forms of ga 
red : 
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red Churches, ſocaed; ner by Baptiſme of water; 
or by Obſcrvation ; wor 4 high Notions and Ima- 
ginations z z6 72 the liberty ot the fleth 5 707 77 out-. 
ward pomp, ad glory, or tn the wilderneſſe 3 ror 
in the tecret Chambers; z0r #2 the Thrones of this, 
world ; zo £4 rcturning a#d raiſing up the outward 
breaches #2 the fundamentall conſtitutions of the C1- 
vill Government, (w!:cþ ow ſeems to be ſhaken, as 
was the Jewith «por his comtng 24 the fleſh)or Ly out- 
ward powers; zor by the Rulers ; zor the Prietts 5 
a0r the Doctors z vor the Univeriities z 7or the Sy+ 
nods ; zor by the great mer ; nor by the noble ; *nur 
ty the waycs, men have concluded on; But 1n: the 
power azd litc of God, grontng up as a tender plant 
before him z as 4 root out of the dry ground, out of 
the barren mountains, owt of the leait of the Tribes, 
Out of the mcan, ard the weak, andthe tooliſh, withs 
ot outward form,comelinelle or beauty, .Keprourngs 
and derxying all the vanitics and faſhions, and Cu- 
ſtoms of the world, and whatſoever is eſteemed by mary 
Judgina,and cutting down the body of {1n,and.the whole 
world of profeſſions , opinions, azd- Judgments ; 
which ſtand 1n the imagination, and. not 41 the light 3 
Tarning the lotty from their Seats, and exalting the 
humble ad meek, Bringing thoſe who have placed 
themſelves at the upper end of the Table, to the low- 
eſt, to the firſt prenciple, the light, which is the daor 4 at 
which whoſoever entreth not, 1s a thick and a robber : 
Paſiing Judgment 07 every idle word; mitneſSing the 
ſtreight way, .the daily Crofic, the dcnyall of a 
mans ſclf, his will, az rightcouſneſle, the Redemp- 
tion, the cleanſing, the birth, rhe Teacher, the ſetting 
1p of Judgment axd rightcoulncilc on the carth with- 

in, 


To the Readcr, 
72, yea Chriſt within, the hope of Glory, yea, the fa- 
cher azd the fonne ; and the ſpirit dueling, and mas 
king their abode within, 
T herefore who hath believed this report > And to 
whom 1s the Arm of the Lord revealed > where is 
there faith to be found on the earth,for this coming of the 
Sonne of Man, Though his Coming forth to Us be as the 
rain, as the later and former rain on the earth > 
z7ho can abide this day of his coming, and who can 
ſtand, ow tbat he thus appeareth, as a ſanQuuary to 
thoſe who ſandifie him 1in their hearts, and make 
him their fear, and their dread ; Burt for a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, and for a rock of offence to both the 
Houſes ot Iſrael, for a gin, and for a ſnare to the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; And many among them 
ſhall tumble and fall;and be broken, and be inarcd, 
and be taken ; and the te{timony, and the law be 
bound up, and ſcaled amongſt his diſciples > How 
are the Pricſts, and the Rulers, and the Churches ( ſo 
called) and proteſlors of all ſorts,and this City of Briſtol, 
moved thereat > what ſeekings out where he 1s born > 
what contrivances to murther him > what repreaches of 
Decetvers, Witches, Sorcerers, Jeſuits, Franciſcan Fri- 
crs, Blaſphemers, Devils, are caſt upon them in whom he 
is appeared ? What falſe reports of denyers of Ordinances 
and of Chriſt dyzrg at Jeruſalem, and of the Scriptures, 
of drſturbers of the peace, are raiſed upon them 2 Yea,what 
abuſes tneruilities rage,madneſſe, 1ſurrefiws,Tumults, 
719ts,tlegal konds and impriſouments,Oppre ſſicns & per- 
ſecutions, blozdthirſtineſſe and murtheroxs reſolutions > 
How are all forms, taQtions, aud intcreſts 7x the Crty 
recouctled,and made friends,and united(though at enmity 


with each other from the beginning) in this day, 10 Cru- 
> cifte 
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cifie Teſus, iz theſe his Saints? Presbytery with Inde- 
pendency, Independency w#th Anabapriſme, Ana- 
bapriſme with Notioniſts, 4d profcſlors at large, 
arid Rantcrs, and they with the Epilcopals, aud the 
mulritude of propiiane and looſe livers, and all with 
the Rulers, a4 3. Rulers w;t' them : and the Prieſts 
their leaders, 17 thivgs contrary to Lay and Jaſtice, 
againſt thoſe people who are made offenders, : n0:htzg 
tet therr obedzence to the Lord? How have all Forms 
8:4 opinions liſt the Croſle, which they recerved from 
theſe Rulers, and this people, and from other different 
forms, s they tn thetr feverall times have-mitneſſed a 
thing of reformation 112 letter-or ſpirit, i things Civil 
ar Spiritual, upon the coming forth hereof, which even 
then was exerciſing on ſome of themzby the Rulers > And 
| how are they all joyned together 1n one? Tea, the Pricſts 
and other profeſlors out of the Countrey come hither, and 
ſay alſo, A confederacy, to lay the Crofle oz thefe ſer- 
Uarts of the moft High, and ſuch a Croſle every way, as 
never knew any before; Nay all the profeſſions 27: this 
City together ; and which(did not the Lord chains up for 
his Seeds ſake, and the Law of the Land reſtrain) would 
with more fury pour out the blood, and more greedsly tear 
the fleſh of the people of God, than ever was witneſſed in 
the former ages, in the moft tyrannical- ard-bleody 
_ -b" Ss perſecutions; whereby they bear (a) teſtimony: te thoſe 
on Th gp ſervants of the Lord ; that they are the Diſciples of 
« Luke 14.26, Jeſus, and to themſelves, that they are not his diſciples; 
Gam _ — But are of that (b) wicked one whof1lew his brother, 
33,39,40,  becaule his works were evill,and his brothers good; 
162425. eAnd having loſt the Crofle, they have loſt the power, 
95 bag and life of truth, and the beeing the Diſciples 
16.31, Chriſt, as ſarth (c) Chriſt þ7mſelf ; He that raketl 


Iyke 9.23,10 not 
the 27, 


not up his Croſle daily and followeth me, cannot 


be'my diſciple; For the Crofle is alwayes what the 
Truth recerved of the world, and what themſelues ve- 
eetved of the world, when they witneſſed the truth ; Yea 


zts (a) portto-: 15 to be hated of the world, becauſe it Is not d wat to, 12, 


of 3, and the (e) world loveth its ewn> The Rulers 


ftand 17 their old ſpirit of darknejje, eamity and per- 
ſecutio;z, and thoſe who recerued the Croflc, and who 


were bated of them all aloag as they were witneſfes for 
the truth, are come to them, azd faileaty with them, be- 


24, I, 
Mark 13.12, 
1} 
Foba 7.7. 
IF.ib, Ig, 
17. I4, 
Tt Fohn3.,13. 


1rng indeed now of the ſame root and principle ; Ite Fon 15.79, 


the (f } ſalt hath loſt its favour, wherewithall / Luke 14. 34 


ſhall itbe ſalted? it's good For nothing but to be 


caſt on the dunghill, ſa:th Chriſt, Let them ſit down, 
ard ſatly coxſiderit ; Any kind of form-or profeſſion, 
any kind of Prieſts, Raylers, Covetous, proud, Lyars, 
Drurkars, or others, outwardly more ſtviff ; it's ao 
matter what, or who, ſo this new k1:d of Religion ( as 
they call it, though it 1s what was from the beginiang, 
Jeſus Chriſt yeſterday, and to day, and the ſame 
tor ever) may Le rooted out of the City; Nay, though 


zt Le to the loſing of their Creull intereſt, the price of 


thetr blood and {uffcrings; Save Barabbas, Cruci- 
fie Jefusz Azdhe ts notriend to Czſar zor the Go- 
vernment of the City that will ;ot have tt ſo, And 
occaſions are ſought for, and haltings looked after, ad 
Emſſanes ſent atout, to find matter to ſlander the Lord 
of life 71ſe 7, his Saints, Thengh, tle ffed Le the Lord 


IN 


nho bath (2) guided thefeet of bis Saints ſo, that theygt $28, 2.9, 


have not wherewithall, juſtly to flauder their huly Catt- 

1-93 Burt the wicked ſhall become ftlent in dark- 
nefle, 

Ard thus hath the Lord, who hath been ſo mach de- 

CG 2 fired 


[4 Mat.2J.29, 
{8 the end, 
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fred and expefted, come 1m this Miniſtry of Spirit and 


life firſt to the Independent azd baptized Churches, 
ſo called in this City, who were offended thereat, and 
ſtumbled ; Then to the City : But the Prieſts, Rulers, 
and the generality of the people through their meas re- 
jef, and perſecuteit, though many of the Churches ſo 
called, aid divers hundreds 72 and about the City hate 
received him, and do believe in his Name, and vo bear. 
tejiimory with maiy thouſands more, that the Lord is. 
Come, ad their te{tiinony is true, 


But as it was of old, That Very Word of the Lord 
ſpsren by the Prophets, for which they were perſecuted, 
ard put to death Ly the Rulers, and people of lſrac}, 
betng recorded, and tra:ſmitted to poſterity, the Scribes 
ard Pnariſces, who lived 1# the dayes of Chriſt, (þ) 
receiced 14 the letter, and owned as-the. Scriptures ; 
and ſeemed to be ſo offended at their Fathers for ſlay- 
ing the ſervants the Prophets, that they builr their 
Tombs, and garniſhed their Sepulchres, and ſaid, 
If they had lived in their Fathers dayes, they would 
not have bcen partakers with them in the blood of 
the Prophets. Azdyet Chriſt Jeſus the Sonne of 
God, the Meſſiah, that holy and juſt one, of whom the 
Prophets ſpake, they crucified, and witneſſed then;ſelves 
(as he teſtified to their faces) to. be the children of 
thoſe who killed the Prophets: Ard thereſore he 
ſar4 unto them, Woe be unto you, ye Scrpents, ye 
generation of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the dam. 
nation of Hell» Wheretore behold, I fend unto 
you Prophets and wiſe men, and Scribes, and ſome 
of them ye ſhall kill and crucife; And ſome of 
them ſhall ye ſcourge in your Synagogues, and 

pcrſecute 
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perſecute them from City to City, that upon you 
may come all the righteous blood, ſhed upon the 
carth, from the blood of righteous Abel, unto the 
blood of Zacharzas the ſonne of Barachias, whom 
ye flew between the Temple and the Altar : Veri- 
ly I fay unto you, All theſe things ſhall come 
upon ti:is generation, MHatth, 23, from 29. to 


37. 


Even ſo, That (1) eternal word of life, which the * Fobn 1,1,2,3 


Apoſtles heard and ſaw with their cycs, and look- 
ed upon, and handled with their hands, azd bare 
witreſe unto with the Saints 1# their tame, as that which 
was with the Father from the beginning, and ma- 


nifeſted unto them, (4) lcading them 1nto all truth,for 4 poke 16.13, 
ceclarir.e if which, and walking therein, as the ſpirit, 4&5 15.38, 


(z0t the formyfor there was no letter for much of what they 


aid) moved, aud (!) gave them utterance, they were ! Ads 2, 4. 


perſecuted, purito death;as the vileſt of men,and 
tl e off-{ſcowring of all things, by thoſe who were called 
the devout axd honourable, and the Rulers ard the 
people of the Jews, who ſtood in the letter,and 13 the form 
of thoſe thinzs, which were once commanded of God,. tut 
then ateliſhed by the comng of Chriſt, whom none of 


the (nm) Princes of the world krew ; for-it they had, m1 cor.2,6,8. 


they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, 
being (at leaſt much of it) committed to writing , aud 
hazded with the reſt of the Scriptures of truth, to. theſe 
later times, the people of ths generation embrace the de- 
claration thereof), Crying out agatiſt the: |ews for perie- 
cuting az4 killing the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and 
crucsying of Chriſt, after whoſe name they call them- 
ſelves, in wheſe dofirine aid worſhip, and 1m the fellow- 


ſhip 
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ſbip,. and order of the | Apoſtles, and the Churches of the 
the Satnts in their times they pretend to abide and for it 
and the Scriptures, wherein they are recorded, are they 
zealous, even to blood, tho not according to know. 
ledge, as theſe later dayes have ſadly witneſſed, And yet 
thoſe, who tn this day of the Lords appearing, do witneſſe 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, and therr doctrine, and 
Chriſt [cſus 47d the $criptures,a-d what i ſaid there- 
71 of the Saints, and ther conditions 11 life and power, 
za {pirit and letter, do recetue from thoſe who pretend to 
them all, and to the Scriptures, .ard yet are zot ſo much 
as 74 the letter or form of doctrine declared therern, the 
very ſame meaſure of reproach aud perſecution, as id 
the Prophets azd Clirift Jeſus, 4-d the Apoſtles, ard 
the Saints, of which the Scriptures teſtifie ; (read the 
oe, and compare the other therewith and judge) thoyob 
as to blood, they have not as yet reached, farther than of 
theſe 13 other parts «f this Nation, who are dead in pri- 
{on, ad of the blowes they have recetved;, And of 
hers nho Ly. beatings, have had their blood drawn, 
even 1u the Steeple-haules, as well as other places, and 
mingled with their ſacrifices,of nh: thisCity git eth 
zaſt arices, Lecauſe the Lord(who ſaith unto the raging 
Sca, Hirherco ſhall thy proud waves go, and no fur- 
cher) bath Lounaed them by his power, Lut they who co - 
trary to Law and Juſtice, az to that liberty, which 
hath been allowed themſelves, aud to the Scriptures, 
which they would be underſiood to own, ard to te ruled ty, 
hate proceeded ſo far, ans with ſo bigh a rage, as bis 
followiig Treatiſc (to ſay i O:ning q1 what hath Leen afled 
#7 other parts of this Nation) «oth make to appe.ir. what 
cruclcics would they rot exceed 14 all former trmes, had 
they Law for it, or power 7# their hands ? And aa 
clot 
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doth this Generation mazifeſt themſelues hereby, to le 
in the ſame ſpirit with thoſe, and in their ſteps, which 
perſecuted and killed the Prophers,and Chriſt Jeſus; jute 11, 454 
ad the Apoſtles, and the wirnefles of truth, to this 
day, filling up the meaſure of their fathers iniquity 2 
Wherctorc tl e wildom of God hath and will raiſe up 
his cloud of witnefſes, whom they do deviſe wick- 
ed devices againſt, and dig as low as hell, and im- 
priſon ani perſecute from City to City, and from 
County to County,. and execute cruelties upox, Thar all 
the blood of the Righteous, ſhed ſince the founda- 
tion of. the world;may come upon them 5 And ve- 
rily it (hall be required of this generation, 


The 


